The Spirit of Remembrance
Today, we come together to pay tribute to Don, forever loved, missed and remembered. Though our lives continue on, the emptiness within our spirit remains untouched.  Traditionally, a tree is used as a metaphor for family, showing generation upon generation.  Even though Don is no longer with us, the metaphor holds true as it takes on a new meaning.
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The roots of our tree signify our commitment to the memory of Don... unwavering and inherent. 

The body of our tree represents our lives as we continue through the years. Situations, such as the weather, may alter the physical appearance of the tree, yet the roots remain untouched. As time passes, the body of the tree becomes stronger, yet simultaneously, the roots too become stronger. Thus, as we become anchored in the grief process, our love and dedication for Don grows and strengthens. 

The leaves symbolize new life. Many of us feel unfamiliar, not ourselves. As we shed the leaves of our lives, new leaves will grow. We are transformed into a different person. The transformation and the journey are long and painful. We travel the road of new leaves together, in unity. 

When you are filled with sorrow, or joy, or just want to remember Don, remember that although the roots of a tree remain invisible to the eye, they are anchored nonetheless. So, too, he remains with you, unseen, but ever present, in the spirit of remembrance.
