Beyond Experience.

I am both proud and touched today, to be invited to share with you at this service for Don. All the days of our lives, no matter their length, come and go as learning experiences: Some so beautiful, they are as painted masterpieces of love, etched forever in our minds; some so bitter, feeling outright abusive, where the reality of anger, sadness and loss seem to take over. For Michele, Aunt Judy and Uncle Don, such a loss is this. But today, with this memorial service, we have taken a positive step. A step Donald T. Jones II would so want us to take. Today we made a choice, to move forward and celebrate Don and his love and life, with the beautiful and heartfelt scriptures, words, music and prayers. There is no more room for anger. We can choose to take this experience, and rather than ask, "Why did this tragedy occur?" we can decide, "Where will this tragedy lead us?"

Is there an answer? That depends on what we mean by "answer." If we mean "is there an explanation which will make any sense as to why Don made his transition the way he did-why he had to leave us this way?" NO. No answer will ever remove the pain and anguish, the unfairness and hurt. However, "give an answer," also means, to "make a choice." What is your answer? What is your choice? 

Joseph Campbell, theologian and philosopher said, "We must be willing to get rid of the life we've planned so as to have the life that is waiting for us." It is now time.

We have the power to choose how we will define all of our past experiences, just as we have the power to choose how we will view the on-going ones. The bottom line regarding those choices is our personal responsibility. No one can make the choice for us. We can choose to accept what we have in a way that enlightens and fills us, or we can continue to suffer. It is our choice.

"I find the great thing in this world is not so much where we stand, as in what direction we are moving," says Oliver Wendell Holmes. We can move forward, by making the choice to let go of the forces of despair and disbelief, and experience the great love and friendship we shared with Don, asking each day for the Grace of God to get us thru, one day at a time. When we choose to focus on the joy experienced with Don, we will attract only more and more of what we focus on. As above, so below: What we put out to the universe comes back to us, and the peace we experience with positive choices, grows and grows. 

Don's life is a gift we have all been touched by: His love and devotion to his wife and children, his family and friends; His generosity and good will to all people; His sense of humor, as well as his business sense; His all-around love of life. Don was not about suffering. Don did not exemplify pain. In our great love for him, we can choose to live as he lived, with a joyful spirit, and a heart of love. Nothing can take that away from us. He is part of our experience and will always be. Choose to let his example be your guide. Choose to allow his character to serve you, and reflect on and embrace his love to move you forward. Choose to see him in the new Light he glorifies. Acknowledge he is eternally part of your experience. There is a line in Harold Robbins' story, A Stone for Danny Fisher, and I simply know it to be true. It reads, "To live in the hearts of others is not to die." 

Don's death is not an end for him: it is a rebirth, as the soul consciousness changes, from matter form to spiritual energy. Michele, Judy, Don, Will, the Jones, Sutton and Ramirez families and friends: Let's make the choice in our hearts to know Don is love and he with us always, his eyes ever warm and seeing, smiling that wondrous smile; Don is love all around us, forever, beyond experience.

With Light & Love,
Donna Reinhardt Davis
